Ramaco Carbon Receives Key Mine Approval from
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
State deems company’s application for Brook Mine technically
complete, opening period of public comment
March 2, 2020
SHERIDAN — After a lengthy period of review over almost seven years, local
tech company Ramaco Carbon has received a key approval on its application to
mine its private coal assets at the Brook Mine, located in a historic mining area
outside Sheridan.
Bjorne Kristiansen, Permit Coordinator for the state Wyoming Department of
Environmental Quality’s Land Quality Division (WDEQ/LQD) District 3, informed
Ramaco in a written document last week that Brook Mine’s permit application has
been deemed technically complete under the Wyoming statutes governing the
mine approval process.
This now opens a period of public comment before a final decision on the mine
permit’s approval, anticipated during this summer. The proposed Brook Mine will
be the resource element of the nation’s first vertically integrated carbon tech
platform near Sheridan, which includes the iCAM (Carbon Advanced Material)
research park campus and the future iPark mine-mouth manufacturing facilities.
The overall platform is focused on using coal to create advanced products and
materials, such as carbon fiber and graphene.
“We are delighted that this long review process has culminated in an application
that meets and indeed exceeds the state’s high standards for approval,” said
Randall Atkins, Ramaco Carbon’s Chairman and CEO. “This permit demonstrates
to Sheridan, and Wyoming as a whole, that we will be good stewards of this
area’s high quality of life and environment. We look forward to completing the
remaining steps in the permit process over the next few months, and moving
forward to build a Carbon Valley in this area, that focuses on creating higher

value, environmental uses for coal, and one which the Sheridan community can
be proud of.”
Jeff Barron, a consulting engineer for the Brook Mine, noted that application has
gone through a far more thorough review than most mines in the State, passing
peer review from the technical experts at WDEQ/LQD District 3, WDEQ/LQD
District 1, and a third party engineering company hired by the State agency.
“This application features some of the most stringent and extensive
environmental protections of any coal mine permit ever considered in
Wyoming,” said Barron, who led work on the permit’s review process and
revisions with WDEQ/LQD. “The fact it has passed through so many levels of
review should help ensure the local community that all issues have been
considered, and they will have an operation they can feel good about.”
The DEQ notification grants authorization for a final public notice for the Brook
Mine permit. The company will publish notice of its application for a surface coal
mining permit in the Sheridan Press for a period of four weeks, after which a 30day period will commence for individuals or entities to comment on the
application to the WDEQ/LQD.
It is anticipated that the WDEQ/LQD will then proceed to schedule an informal
conference during the second week in May to hear from both proponents and
objectors to the permit. Ultimately, the Director of the Department of
Environmental Quality will issue a written decision approving or denying the
application by mid-July.
Ramaco attorney Tom Sansonetti, from law firm Holland & Hart’s Cheyenne
office, noted that a decision by Laramie County District Court Judge Catherine
Rogers had clarified the procedures for approving a coal permit application.
“Judge Rogers ruled that it is the exclusive domain of the DEQ Director to issue or
deny the permit application after the informal conference is held,” said
Sansonetti. “Brook Mine’s coal is entirely on private land. There is no federal
permitting role involved. Consequently, this pending state decision will present

Wyoming with the opportunity to affirm that it still welcomes new job-creating
natural resource businesses, including coal mines.”
A report by the American Jobs Project, a nonpartisan California-based think
tank, designated the carbon tech industry as one of Wyoming’s top future
economic and job-creating opportunities. In recent years, Ramaco Carbon has
been a key industry player in advancing new carbon technologies, together with
private and governmental researchers from around the country, and was
recently awarded millions in grants from the federal Department of Energy.
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